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´Men whose glory it is to be knownµ:  
Godwin, Bentham, and 
the London Corresponding Society 
Sophie Coulombeau 
 
XULQJ WKH FRXUVH RI KLV IOLJKW IURP WKH ODZ *RGZLQ¶V VHUYDQW-
spy Caleb Williams is repeatedly assailed with orally or legibly 
transmitted repetitions of his own name. These moments of naming 
RSHUDWH DV VLWHV XSRQ ZKLFK &DOHE¶V LGHQWLW\ LV GLVSXWHG KLV VHnse of 
selfhood altered, and the direction of his peregrinations modified. The 
frequency of these instances, and the intensity of the performative 
IXQFWLRQV WKH\ H[HUFLVH XSRQ &DOHE¶V DELOLW\ WR IRUPXODWH D FRKHUHQW
sense of selfhood, suggest a reading of *RGZLQ¶V QRYHO DV D
consideration of the relationship between proper naming and personal 
identity. 
The precise effects produced upon Caleb by an encounter with his 
name vary dramatically. For instance, when he first arrives in London 
and hears his name EDZOHG E\ D KDZNHU VHOOLQJ SDSHUV GHWDLOLQJ ³WKH
Most Wonderful and Surprising History, and Miraculous Adventures of 
&DOHE:LOOLDPV´KHLV³SHWULILHG´DW³WKHVHDPD]LQJDQGGUHDGIXOVRXQGV´
DQG EHFRPHV FRQYLQFHG WKDW WKH FLUFXODWLRQ RI KLV QDPH VLJQLILHV ³the 
FRQVXPPDWLRQ RI P\ PLVIRUWXQH´ 7KH FRQILUPDWLRQ RI KLV QDPH¶V
written dissemination provided by the pamphlet prompts him to commit 
a practically pointless but symbolically significant action, given the 
number of handbills circulating throughout the caSLWDO³, FDUHIXOO\ DQG
deliberately destroyed the paper I had been reading, by tearing it into a 
WKRXVDQG SLHFHV´1 Conversely, overhearing a group of labourers 
D 
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GLVFXVVLQJ ³P\ KLVWRU\ ZKRP ZLWK D VOLJKW YDULDWLRQ RI FLUFXPVWDQFHV
they styled the notorious housebreaker, Kit Williams,´&DOHEXQGHUJRHV
DQDOPRVWDQWLWKHWLFDOSURFHVV³0\VRXOVHHPHGWRH[SDQG,IHOWDSULGH
in the self-possession and lightness of heart with which I could listen to 
the scene; and I determined to prolong and heighten the enjo\PHQW´2 In 
both instances, the mention of his name acts as a prompt for Caleb 
actively to solicit further information about his own identity; in the first 
case by purchasing and reading the pamphlet in order to discover to 
ZKRPKHLV³HTXDOOHG,´DQGLQWKe second by enquiring of the hostess of 
WKHWDYHUQ³ZKDWVRUWRIPDQWKLV.LW:LOOLDPVPLJKWEH"´ 
The fact that these two incidents produce such radically different 
emotional responses suggests recognition of what Jane Caplan, 
addressing the history of identity documentation practices, has called the 
SHUVRQDOQDPH¶VDELOLW\ WR³DSSHDUHLWKHUDVDOLHQDWLRQRU WKUHDWRUDVD
confirmation of identity.´3 Theorists of surveillance studies, the field of 
scholarship that addresses surveillance practices largely from a 
sociological perspective, have occasionally considered how this 
onomastic tension might suggest new readings of the relationship 
between the state and the subject as experienced through feelings of 
individual and collective identity. I want to place Caleb Williams within 
this investigative field, and simultaneously to bring the methodologies of 
surveillance studies to bear on the substantial body of criticism that has 
DGYDQFHG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI *RGZLQ¶V QRYHO IURP D OLWHUDU\-historical 
perspective.  
In GRLQJ VR , ZLOO ORFDWH *RGZLQ¶V QRYHO ZLWKLQ D QHWZRUN RI
broadly contemporary discourses that also address the relationship 
between naming and identity, arguing that language has an important 
role in creating processes of social atomization or assimilation. The 
perceived potential of different forms of naming to either atomize or 
assimilate the individual, and to be either inimical or advantageous to 
personal liberty, is a curiously under-remarked preoccupation of much 
literature of the 1780s and 1790s.  In his writings on penal law, largely 
compiled during the early 1780s, Jeremy Bentham proposed a new 
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XQLYHUVDO QRPHQFODWXUH LQ ZKLFK LQGLYLGXDOV¶ XQLTXH QDPHV PLJKW EH
tattooed on their wrists. Paradoxically, Bentham insisted that as well as 
facilitating WKH GHWHFWLRQ RI FULPH KLV V\VWHP ZRXOG DOVR EH ³KLJKO\
IDYRXUDEOH WR SHUVRQDO OLEHUW\´4 by reducing the necessity of 
imprisonment and enabling a more accurate and invested ownership of 
SHUVRQDO UHSXWH 7KLV HVVD\ ZLOO VXJJHVW WKDW %HQWKDP DQG *RGZLQ¶V
roughly contemporaneous considerations of this tension respond to the 
perceived ability of naming to create conditions of social atomization or 
assimilation. It will also DUJXHWKDWERWK*RGZLQDQG%HQWKDP¶VZULWLQJV
can be seen as contributions to an eighteenth-century cultural discourse 
of anxiety among the propertied classes about the relationship between 
anonymity and lower class crime. Both texts, in discussing oral and 
legible circulations of the personal name, imply that ownership of the 
atomized personal name and corresponding repute benefits men of 
SURSHUW\³men whose glory it is to be known,´ but that assimilation into 
group names or titles might prove more advantageous for those without 
property. The essay will conclude by considering several reports and 
official documents that highlight the extent to which acts of collective 
naming were politicized in the self-fashioning of members of the London 
Corresponding Society during the 1790s. In these instances, ranging 
from the trial of Maurice Margarot for sedition to the textual self-
IDVKLRQLQJ RI 5LFKDUG µ&LWL]HQ¶ /HH WR WKH DUUHVW RI (GZDUG 0DUFXV
Despard, one can observe the concerns about appropriate naming that 
underlie *RGZLQ DQG %HQWKDP¶V ZULWLQJV FRPLQJ WR VKDSH ERWK
LQGLYLGXDOV¶VHOI-fashionings and disciplinary practices in 1790s Britain. 
A number of critics have already argued in recent years that Caleb 
Williams, in engaging so intensively with the ethics of surveillance, 
should be understood to be rooted in the political conditions of the 
1790s.5 ,ILQG-DPHV7KRPSVRQ¶VDSSURDFKZKLFKUDWKHUWKDQVHHLQJWKH
text as a direct response to any particular political incident, identifies its 
SULPDU\FRQFHUQDVGUDPDWL]LQJ³WKHSHQHWUDWLRQRI VWDWH DSSDUDWXV LQWR
the everyday lives of individuals,´6 particularly convincing. However, 
despite the fact that Thompson and others draw heavily on Foucauldian 
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theory about the development of this state apparatus to support their 
claims, they seem to have placed disproportionate emphasis on 
methodologies of visual observance, and relatively little on )RXFDXOW¶V
insistence that data collection also formed an important pillar of the new 
regime of punishment. The disciplinary methods Foucault describes 
³ORZHUHG WKH WKUHVKROG RI GHVFULEDEOH LQGLYLGXDOLW\ DQG PDGH RI this 
GHVFULSWLRQDPHDQVRIFRQWURODQGDPHWKRGRIGRPLQDWLRQ´ UHQGHULQJ
OHJLEOHGHVFULSWLRQRISHUVRQDOGDWD VXFKDVSURSHUQDPHV³QR ORQJHU D
PRQXPHQW IRU IXWXUH PHPRU\ EXW D GRFXPHQW IRU SRVVLEOH XVH´7 To 
redress this critical imbalance, I want to GHYRWH DWWHQWLRQ WR *RGZLQ¶V
DQG %HQWKDP¶V GHSLFWLRQV RI WKH GLVVHPLQDWLRQ DQG PXWDWLRQ RI WKH
personal name as data, and the function it might exercise within this 
negotiation of surveillance methodologies. 
It is important to clarify exactly what I mean b\WKHµQDPH¶DWWKLV
point, since much Godwin scholarship to date has also extensively 
addressed Ferdinando )DONODQG¶V fetishization of reputation as the 
motivating force behind his persecution of Caleb. Mark Philp, for 
example, has pointed out how 
the values and prejudices praised by Burke and modelled 
by Falkland [...] rely on such selfish motives as the love 
RIIDPHDQGDFRQFHUQIRURQH¶VKRQRXUDQGUHSXWDWLRQ. 
*RGZLQ¶VPRUDOLVWKDWPHQOLNH)DONODQGLPPHUVHGLQD
chivalric code and a concern for reputation, are unable to 
avoid falling into evil.8 
, ZDQW WR KLVWRULFL]H 3KLOS¶V DVWXWH LGHQWLILFDWLRQ RI FRQFHUQ IRU ³JRRG
QDPH´ as a crucial factor in the power struggles between Barnabas Tyrrel 
and Falkland in the first place, and Caleb and Falkland in the second, and 
in so doing to ground it firmly in the material conditions of contemporary 
name circulation. The synonymic split of the word ³name´ is no 
coincidence; the reputational name is entirely contingent upon the 
passage and the materially rooted associations of the literal proper name. 
I do not think that the notion of repute can be comprehensively 
understood without taking into account the material methods by and 
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contexts within which Godwin, Bentham and other contemporary 
political writers and agents, understood personal names to circulate, 
mutate, represent, and connote. 
In 1782, Bentham wrote a body of proposals under the title ³Indirect 
Legislation,´ which would not be published in English until 1838, and 
then only in dramatically abridged and inaccurately paraphrased form. 
One chapter of this bRG\RIZRUNVXEWLWOHG³Exposing the person of the 
offender to discovery,´ considers the difficulty of detecting criminals, 
surveys a range of contemporary practices that strive towards this end, 
and ultimately makes a case for the regulation and controlled circulation 
of personal names as a panacea for the ills that previous mechanisms 
have failed to redress. 
The problem faced by the law enforcer, Bentham asserts at the 
beginning of his chapter, is that there is no reliable link between a 
particular crime and a particular offender post-FULPH³7RSXQLVKDPDQ
in almost any way whatever, you must know who he is: you must know 
not only that such and such an offence has been committed, but that it 
was such an [sic] RQHWKDWFRPPLWWHGLW´9 Regrettably, the criminal has a 
habit of attempting to conceal his identity after an offence has been 
committed, and therefore pre-emptive identificatory action is the law 
HQIRUFHU¶V RQO\ VROXWLRQ ³,I DQ\ WKLQJ WKHQ EH done to a man to make 
him known, and give you a clue to find him by, it must be done 
beforehand: by fixing on him some mark which may enable you to find 
KLPLQWKHHYHQWRIKLVGRLQJDQ\WKLQJZKLFKPD\FDOOIRUWKHUHVHDUFK´
Subjects, then, must be marked with the assumption that they might 
offend against the state; their visual ordering must reflect the future 
possibility that the state may need to identify and punish them. 
Bentham distinguishes two categories of identification practices 
already in use: ³$PDQPD\EHNQRZQHLWKHUGLUHFWO\E\KLVSHUVRQRU
indirectly by means of some external article he is attached to such as his 
DSSDUHORUWKHLPSOHPHQWVRIKLVSURIHVVLRQ´10 This distinction replicates 
the broad practices that Valentin Groebner has argued constitute the 
KLVWRU\ RI LGHQWLW\ GRFXPHQWDWLRQ XS XQWLO WKH HLJKWHHQWK FHQWXU\ ³WKH
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prehistory of the wanted poster [by which the suspect is identified, 
though often ineptly, ³by his person´] and the pass [an ³external article 
he is attached to´].´11 Bentham notes the existence of a number of 
contemporary practices that facilitate identification by means of the 
second category, including various conventions of dress that symbolize 
professional, marital, or social distinctions; military, naval, academic, 
SURIHVVLRQDOVHUYDQWV¶OLYHULHVZHGGLQJULQJVFRQVWDEOHV¶VWDYHVEDGJHV
WRVLJQDOWKDWWKHZHDUHULVDUHFLSLHQWRISRRUUHOLHIDQG³YDULRXVPDUNV 
[...] WR GLVWLQJXLVK ZRUNLQJ FRQYLFWV´ +RZHYHU KH notes that these 
expedients are unsatisfactory from the perspective of the law enforcer, 
since they indicate only collective categories and not unique individual 
LGHQWLWLHV³Whe determination of the class is of use no otherwise than in 
as far as it leads to the determination of the individual.´12 There are 
certain embryonic systems underway, Bentham adds, which are more 
successful in allocating unique marks of identity to individuals:  the germ 
of a vehicle registration system in the wake of the 1694 Act for 
Licensing and Regulating Hackney Coaches and Chairs, an embryonic 
system of house numbers in London, and the practice in Bridewell 
+RVSLWDORIFKDULW\FKLOGUHQKDYLQJ³HDFKDQXPEHUE\ZD\RIDEDGJH´
At greater length than any of these, Bentham references the observations 
of the Swedish naturalist Carl Peter Thunberg upon his travels in Japan: 
³µYou seldom meet with a man who has not his mark imprinted on the 
sleeves and back of his cloaths [sic], in the same colour in which the 
pattern is worked: white spots are left in manufacturing them for the 
SXUSRVH RI LQVHUWLQJ WKHVH PDUNV¶ [...]. %\ D PDQ¶V mark, I take for 
granted the author means his name.´13  
7KHSUREOHPZLWKDOORIWKHVHSUDFWLFHVIURP%HQWKDP¶VSHUVSHFWLYH
± even the ones that signify individual rather than collective identity ± is 
WKDW WKH PDUN RI LGHQWLW\ LV WUDQVIHUDEOH ³$ &RDFK D FKDLU D FDUW D
waggon, a wherry will point a man out, so long as he stands by them: so 
may his regimental coat point out a soldier so long as he thinks fit to 
keep it on. But it is possible for a man to throw off his coat: it is possible 
for him to sally forth without his coach, or if hard pressed to run away 
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and leave it. It takes time to go and make enquiry at the office, and in the 
mean while, if it be a VHULRXVDIIDLU WKHPDQ LVJRQH´14 Unique bodily 
characteristics that cannot easily be altered, such as facial features, are of 
course more reliable ± or at least less transferable ± signs of identity than 
items of clothing or badges. But these bodily marks, Bentham complains, 
are subject to a different inadequacy than their transferable counterparts; 
LW LV PXFK PRUH GLIILFXOW WR GHVFULEH WKHP DFFXUDWHO\ ³%XW RI WKH QLFH
particularities that discriminate the human form ± verbal descriptions are 
very inadequate indicia in comparison of graphical representations. Who 
ever from the minutest and exactest verbal description that was ever 
given formed so precise an idea of the person described as he might have 
drawn from the moVWWUDQVLHQWJODQFH"´15  
Caleb Williams LQ LWV GHSLFWLRQ RI &DOHE¶V DWWHPSWV WR HYDGH WKH
DXWKRULWLHV RIIHUV D VWULNLQJ GUDPDWL]DWLRQ RI %HQWKDP¶V VNHWFK RI WKH
ODZHQIRUFHU¶VSUREOHPRILGHQWLILFDWLRQ)ROORZLQJWKHFLUFXODWLRQRIWKH
handbill describinJ KLV DSSHDUDQFH &DOHE XQGHUVWDQGV ³WKDW RQH RI WKH
principal dangers that threatened me was the recognition of my person 
[...]. ,WVHHPHGSUXGHQWWKHUHIRUHWRGLVJXLVHLWDVHIIHFWXDOO\DV,FRXOG´
Accordingly, he slips between classes, races, and professions by means 
of modifying his clothing, posture, and accent. Initially emulating a 
EHJJDUKHDGDSWVKLVYHVWPHQWVDFFRUGLQJO\VHOHFWLQJ³WKHZRUVWDSSDUHO
I could find, and this I reduced to a still more deplorable condition, by 
rents that I purposely PDGH LQ YDULRXV SODFHV´ DORQJ ZLWK D ³SHFXOLDU
VORXFKLQJ DQG FORZQLVK JDLW´ DQG ³,ULVK EURJXH´ 6XEVHTXHQWO\ KH
GLVJXLVHVKLPVHOIDV³WKHVRQRID UHSXWDEOH IDUPHURI WKH ORZHUFODVV,´
DQGILQDOO\DVD-HZZLWKDOWHUHG³FRPSOH[LRQ´³FRXQWHQDQFH´DQG³Qew 
KDELOLPHQWV´16 
Caleb is rather proud of his talent for disguise and mimicry: 
LPPHGLDWHO\DIWHUKLVILUVWWUDQVLWLRQKHDVVXUHVKLPVHOI³,KDGUHQGHUHG
my appearance complete, nor would any one have suspected that I was 
not one of the fraternity to whLFK,DVVXPHGWREHORQJ´DQGDIWHUSXWWLQJ
WKH ILQLVKLQJ WRXFKHV WR KLV -HZLVK JXLVH KH H[XOWV WKDW ³ZKHQ P\
metamorphosis was finished, I could not upon the strictest examination 
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conceive, that any one could have traced out the person of Caleb 
Williams LQ WKLVQHZGLVJXLVH´$OWKRXJKWRDPRGHUQUHDGHUVKLSPDQ\
RI &DOHE¶V SOR\V VHHP D OLWWOH EL]DUUH W\LQJ D KDQGNHUFKLHI DURXQG WKH
ORZHUSDUWRIKLV IDFH IRUH[DPSOHZKLFKGRHVQ¶W LPPHGLDWHO\VXJJHVW
LWVHOI DV VRPHWKLQJD IDUPHU¶V VRQPLJKWGRZHFDQ perhaps read this 
JDSEHWZHHQRXURZQSDUDPHWHUVRIUHFRJQLWLRQDQG*RGZLQ¶VDVDVLJQDO
of the tectonic manner in which mechanisms of recognition have shifted 
over the last two centuries, mostly due to the invention of photography. 
*RGZLQ¶V HDUOLHVW UHDGHrs, I think, were certainly expected to take 
&DOHE¶V DELOLW\ WR VKDSH-shift seriously. When )DONODQG¶V DJHQW Jones 
ILQDOO\ WUDSV &DOHE DW 0U 6SXUUHO¶V ORGJLQJV KLV UHDFWLRQ WR EHLQJ
EURXJKWIDFHWRIDFHZLWKKLVTXDUU\VHHPVWRYDOLGDWH&DOHE¶VFRQILGHQFe 
in his disguise. Still unsure whether he has really cornered the right man, 
-RQHVLQVWUXFWVKLPWRGLVPHPEHUKLPVHOI³:K\VDLG-RQHVRXUHUUDQG
is with one Caleb Williams, and a precious rascal he is! I ought to know 
the chap well enough; but they say he has as many faces as there are days 
in the year. So you please to pull off your face; or if you cannot do that, 
at least you can cut off your clothes, and let us see what your hump is 
PDGHRI´17  
-RQHV¶V VHPDQWLF FRQIODWLRQ RI XQPDVNLQJ ZLWK PXWLODWLon recalls 
%HQWKDP¶V REVHUYDWLRQ WKDW ZKHUH DQ LQGLYLGXDO HQJDJHG LQ D FULPLQDO
DFWKDVFOHDUO\DWWHPSWHGWRFRQFHDOKLVLGHQWLW\³ZHPD\H[SHFWWRILQG
him animadverted upon by the law with aggravated severity. 
Accordingly a British statute punishes with death any one of a great 
multitude of offences many of them of a very trivial nature, in the case of 
their being committed by persons in disguise.´18 Here, Bentham refers to 
the draconian Black Act of 1723, which, as the work of E.P. Thompson 
has demonstrated, acted as a legislative crystallization of the anxiety with 
which lawmakers drawn from the landowning classes viewed disguise, 
dissimulation, and anonymity in the lower orders. As Thompson points 
out, thanks to successive judgements enlarging the scope of the Act over 
the mid-eighteenth century, the fact of SHUVRQV³having his or her faces 
EODFNHG´ could stand by itself as a capital offence even where they were 
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not armed with offensive weapons, and it was only in the early 
nineteenth century that more humane judicial decisions started to render 
this offence null and void.19 One can assume, therefore, that neither 
Bentham nor contemporary readers of Caleb Williams found the idea of a 
man slipping from disguise to disguise comical. One potential reason 
wh\WKHQRYHO¶VILUVWUHDGHUVIRXQGLW³VXEOLPHO\KRUULEOH± captivatingly 
)ULJKWIXO´20 is because they were reading and writing from within a 
FXOWXUH ZLWKLQ ZKLFK ³WKHPHV RI GLVJXLVH DQG FRQIXVLRQ WKH DOLDV DQG
VKLIWLQJ LGHQWLWLHV´21 most often manifested in the stock form of the 
shape-shifter, stood for a range of acute anxieties about class violence, 
fraud, DQGVRFLDOGLVSODFHPHQW&DOHEZLWKKLV³FRQVLGHUDEOHIDFLOLW\ LQ
WKHDUWRILPLWDWLRQ´DQG³WDOHQWIRUPLPLFU\,´UHSUHVHQWVERWK%HQWKDP¶V
unmarked offender slipping between coats and carriages, and a popular 
figure of anxiety in a wider cultural discourse.  
Caleb himself, to a certain extent, participates in this anxiety. 
Despite boasting about his talent for mimicry, he criticizes disguise as an 
³unmanly´ SXUVXLW DQG KLV RZQ GLVJXVW DW WKH ³ILJXUH , VHHPHG WR
H[KLELW´LVSDUWO\UHVSRQVLEOHIRUKLVHYHQWXDOVXUUHQGHUWR-RQHVDQGKLV
RQRPDVWLF GHFODUDWLRQ RI LGHQWLW\ ³$W ODVW WLUHG ZLWK WKLV VFHQH RI
mummery, and disgusted beyond measure with the base and hypocritical 
ILJXUH , VHHPHG WR H[KLELW , H[FODLPHG ³:HOO , DP &DOHE :LOOLDPV
FRQGXFW PH ZKHUHYHU \RX SOHDVH´22 But he places the blame for the 
QHFHVVLW\ WR GLVJXLVH KLPVHOI ZLWK KLV VRFLDO VXSHULRUV ³6XFK DUH WKH
miserable expedients and so great the studied artifice, which man, who 
never deserves the name of manhood but in proportion as he is erect and 
independent, may find it necessary to employ, for the purpose of eluding 
WKH LQH[RUDEOH DQLPRVLW\ DQG XQIHHOLQJ W\UDQQ\ RI KLV IHOORZ PDQ´23 
:KHUH%HQWKDP¶VUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRIWKHVDUWRULDOLPSRVWRULVIUDXJKWZLWK
FULPLQDOLW\ *RGZLQ¶V ± in offering the reader the perspective of the 
shape-shifter ± temporarily suggests the modification of dress as a valid 
instrument to avoid state repression. Ultimately, however, it is depicted 
as an inadequate measure for the purposes of a protagonist wishing to 
assert his identity aVDQ³HUHFWDQGLQGHSHQGHQW´SHUVRQ.  
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Moreover, Godwin indicates that once an individual has engaged in 
the ethically problematic process of visual disguise, he has surrendered 
the moral right to assert his identity in a way that may backfire. One of 
the problems of using visual self-styling to evade the law is literalized in 
an encounter with precisely the kind of non-pictoral handbill description 
that Bentham criticizes as inherently inaccurate. Arrested just as he is 
about to escape to Ireland, Caleb learns (to his relief) that he has been 
mistaken for a wanted highwayman. He assumes he will be able to prove 
his innocence easily by pointing out the discrepancies between the 
GHVFULSWLRQ DQG KLV RZQ DSSHDUDQFH +RZHYHU WKLV LVQ¶W DV HDV\ DV KH
had anticipated: 
They had a description of his person which, though, as I 
afterwards found, it disagreed from mine in several 
material articles, appeared to them to tally to the 
minutest tittle [...]. I referred to the paper, and shewed 
[the magistrate] that the description neither tallied as to 
height nor complexion. But then it did as to years and 
the colour of the hair; and it was not this JHQWOHPDQ¶V
habit, as he informed me, to squabble about trifles, or to 
OHWDPDQ¶VQHFNRXWRIWKHKDOWHUIRUDSUHWHQGHGIODZRI
a few inches in his stature. If a man were too short, he 
said, there was no remedy like a little stretching.24 
The conflation of disciplinary mutilation with disguise is striking. The 
JDOORZVKXPRXURIWKHPDJLVWUDWHSURYLGHVDOLWHUDOL]DWLRQRI%HQWKDP¶V
observation that the law acts to punish mutations of visible appearance 
with its own work on the integrity of the body. Once the individual 
becomes a shape-shifter, the law recognizes this as a legitimate cue to 
stretch, break, or mutilate in its turn. 
Suspecting the inadequacy of visual self-styling to ensure a clear 
correspondence between offender and deserved treatment by the state, 
Godwin and Bentham both move to consider the potential of the personal 
name to ensure a more effective correspondence. For Bentham, the 
solution is a proposal to tattoo subjects on the wrist with their own 
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unique and regulated names. This scheme, he believes, would unite the 
uniqueness DQGOHJLELOLW\RIDQXPEHURU³mark´ with the permanence of 
a facial profile.  He was inspired to suggest this system, he explains, by 
WDNLQJQRWLFHRIDPDUNRQWKHZULVWRIDQDYDOIULHQG³,WFRQVLVWHGRIKLV
name at length, exhibited in characters of a deep blue. It had been 
imprinted in his childhood, and he was then verging to old age. The idea 
struck me: and why, said I to myself, should not the practise be 
universal? What stronger preservative could there be for purity of morals 
DQGREHGLHQFHWRWKHODZV"´25  
But the personal name as currently circulated, Bentham contends, is 
just as transferable as a garment, and therefore equally open to abuse: 
³7KLHYHVDQGVKDUSHUVDUHYHU\DSWWRFKDQJHWKHLUQDPHVZKHQDPDQ¶V
name is grown dirty he throws it off as he would his shirt, and takes 
DQRWKHU 7KH FKDQJLQJ RI RQH¶V QDPH DFFRPSDQLHG ZLWK WKH FKDQJH RI
abode and without any known reason openly assigned is as reasonable a 
presumption as can well take place, or delinquency either perpetrated or 
designed [...]. Yet in no body of laws which I rather wonder at, have I 
HYHU IRXQG LW SHQDO´26 Given this, Bentham makes a prescient case for 
moving to regulate names statutorily, just as ± within a decade or so ± the 
French revolutionary government would move to do:  
The institution of marking would render it utterly 
impracticable [...] you may see at any time what a mans 
name [sic] is at that time; and the name he bears once he 
bears for ever. I shall hereafter have occasion to propose 
the making it penal for a man to change his name 
without taking such steps as shall ensure the notoriety of 
it: this institution if it did not supersede the occasion 
making it unnecessary to establish such a penalty would 
supersede the infliction of it by reducing the chance of 
impunity to nothing.27  
7KHUH DUH %HQWKDP DFNQRZOHGJHV ³WZR FDSLWDO REMHFWLRQV´ WR KLV
SURSRVDO 7KH ILUVW LV XQSRSXODULW\ ³WKH GDQJHU WKHUH ZRXOG EH WKDW DQ
institution of this sort if attempted to be introduced would give an 
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LQYLQFLEOHGLVJXVW WR WKHERG\RI WKHSHRSOH´7KLVREMHFWLRQ VKRXOGEH
VHHQDVD³FDXWLRQUHVSHFWLQJWKHPDQQHULQZKLFKWKHEXVLQHVVVKRXOGEH
gone about [...] LQVWUXFWLRQVKRXOGSUHFHGHFRHUFLRQ´+RZHYHU%HQWKDP
DGYLVHV WKDW ³D PHUH SUHVXPSWLRQ RI LWV XQSRSXODULW\ KRZHYHU ZHOO
grounded in appearance can never be a sufficient ground for its 
UHMHFWLRQ´28 
,Q ZKDW VSLULW VKRXOG RQH UHDG WKLV K\SRWKHVL]HG ³LQYLQFible 
GLVJXVW´" $V ZHOO DV WKH REYLRXV IDFW WKDW WDWWRRLQJ WHFKQLFDOO\
constitutes a physical mutilation that is uncomfortable at best, the 
practice invoked a range of connotations that fit discordantly with the 
popular notion of the free, civilized and Christian Englishman. Jane 
&DSODQ KDV GHVFULEHG WKH ³XQHDV\ DQG DPELJXRXV VWDWXV´ RFFXSLHG E\
WDWWRRLQJZLWKLQ:HVWHUQFXOWXUHGXULQJWKHHDUO\PRGHUQSHULRG³ERG\-
marking was usually treated as punitive and stigmatic rather than 
KRQRXUDEOH DQGGHFRUDWLYH´29 To impose a mark of otherness upon the 
body of the British subject ± in transgression of biblical prescriptions 
against WDWWRRLQJ DQG LQ HPXODWLRQ RI ³foreign´ practices ± might be 
perceived, Bentham appears to acknowledge, to decenter his Christian, 
masculine, civilized identity. It might also be perceived to be a 
fundamental modification of the notion of British political liberties. A 
VHFRQG REMHFWLRQ WR WKH VFKHPH ³FRQILQHG WR %ULWLVK JURXQG,´ ZKLFK
%HQWKDPLQVLVWV³ZRXOGKDUGO\EHWKRXJKWRIDQ\ZKHUH else,´LVWKDW³WKH
institution [of tattooing] it might be said would be favourable to tyranny, 
by throwing too much power into the hands of government, and 
UHQGHULQJ WKH SROLWLFDO VDQFWLRQ WRR LQGHSHQGHQW RI WKH PRUDO´ $JDLQ
Bentham mentions this objection only in order to give it rather short 
VKULIW³,PHQWLRQWKLVDVGHVHUYLQJWREHDWWHQGHGWRDQHYHQUHVSHFWQRW
DVGHVHUYLQJWREHFRQFOXVLYH´+HFRQFHSWXDOL]HVOLEHUW\DVIDUDVLWFDQ
be used as a term, as a physical freedom rather than a right not to be 
known by the authorities: 
It might render plots and secret conspiracies 
somewhat more difficult to form. But it is not by plots 
and conspiracies that efficacy is given to the 
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constitutional claims of a large body of the people. The 
liberties of a country real or pretended are maintained 
not by the intrigues of a few but by the corroboration of 
the many: not in holes and corners but in the face of 
day: not by men whose shame it is, but by men whose 
glory it is, to be known: by the general concurrence of 
persons of all ranks, magistrates, and gentlemen as well 
as yeomen.  Though the persons of Britons were 
variegated all over like those of their ancestors of old, 
they would not be the less able to print opposition 
pamphlets or to attend at public meetings: at a less 
price than the maintenance of these dangerous rights, 
political liberty like the British can never be preserved: 
and while the former are maintained, the latter never 
can be lost.30 
In line with this conception of liberty as a primarily physical 
state of being, Bentham insists that the practice of universal tattooing 
ZRXOGXOWLPDWHO\EH³KLJKO\IDYRXUDEOHWRSHUVRQDOOLEHUW\´+HSRLQWV
out that in many cases imprisonment upon mesne processes 
(preliminary imprisonment before trial, such as that experienced by 
Caleb Williams) is a hardship only necessary in order to avoid the 
possibility of the accused absconding, and suggests that since it would 
be impossible for the accused effectively to disappear once marked, 
this imprisonment could be disposed of altogether. This proposed deal 
offers the hypothetical lawbreaking individual an increase in physical 
liberty that is set firmly within a framework of onomastic submission. 
,W LV SUHFLVHO\ %HQWKDP¶V FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQ RI OLEHUW\ WKDW )RXFDXOW
argues is modified as the eighteenth century draws towards a close; 
ZKLFK PRGLILFDWLRQ DV ZH ZLOO VHH LV ILFWLRQDOLVHG LQ *RGZLQ¶V
GHSLFWLRQ RI &DOHE¶V IOLJKW DQG KLV LQDELOLW\ WR HVFDSH )DONODQG¶V
VXUYHLOODQFH ³7KH ERG\ DV WKH PDMRU WDUJHW RI SHQDO UHSUHVVion 
disappeared [to be replaced by] the development of a knowledge of 
the individuals.´31  
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%HQWKDPVWDWHVLQWKHSDVVDJHTXRWHGDERYHWKDW³WKHOLEHUWLHVRID
country real or pretended are maintained [...] by men whose glory it is to 
be known, by the general concurrence of all UDQNV´>LWDOLFVPLQH@%XWDV
his argument develops, a striking class dimension becomes apparent to 
%HQWKDP¶V GHVFULSWLRQV RI WKH FULPLQDOLW\ WKDW KLV suggested system 
might prevent: his proposal is founded upon the primarily political 
understanding of anonymity that E.P. Thompson has placed at the heart 
of eighteenth-FHQWXU\ VWXGLHV RI FULPH ³,Q (QJODQG´ %HQWKDP VWDWHV
³ZKHUH WKH JHQHUDO OD[LW\ RI WKH ODZ JLYHV D SDUWLFXODU GHJUHH of 
malignity to most of the diseases of the body politic, every body knows 
but too well to what a degree the higher and middling classes of the 
people are exposed to the outrages of the lower, who if they can but 
maintain a superiority for the instant have nothing to apprehend for the 
future, conscious of being unknown and deriving security from their 
PHDQQHVV´32 Bentham here replicates the class logic of Lord 
+DUGZLFNH¶V UDGLFDO 1736 extension to the Black Act, in which he 
GLUHFWHGDMXU\WKDW³DSSHDULQJ in the high road with faces blacked, and 
EHLQJRWKHUZLVHGLVJXLVHG´ZDV³DVLQJOHFULPH´DQGWKXVIHOOXQGHUWKH
$FW¶VUHPLW.33 This logic, however, which was being applied to turnpike 
rioters, was never applied to more genteel practitioners of anonymity or 
GLVJXLVH$V7KRPSVRQQRWHV³LWLVE\QRPHDQVWKHFDVHWKDWDQRQ\PLW\
was the refuge of the poor alone.´ To the examples he provides of letters 
petitioning for favours or advancing proposals for the public good, we 
might add the phenomena of masquerade or blanked names in 
newspapers, which were apparently viewed as more ludic than 
threatening, and certainly not a matter for prosecution. Although in 
7KRPSVRQ¶VZRUGV³WKHIUHH-born Englishman crept about in a mask and 
folded in a Guy Fawkes cloak,´ RQO\ SOHEHLDQ DQRQ\PLW\ ZDV
punishable.34 
%RWK³blacking´ and ³blackmail,´ then, are overwhelmingly seen by 
Bentham ± as by eighteenth-century British law ± as an offence against 
property.35 Not only is anonymity styled the refuge of those who have 
offended, but those who have offended are explicitly conceptualized as 
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PHPEHUVRIWKH³lower´ orders. Anonymity is not only the enemy of law 
enforcement; it is also styled as the refuge of those who do not have the 
importance or social status to control the circulation of their proper 
names ± WKRVHZKRDUHQRW³PHQZKRVHJORU\LWLVWREHNQRZQ´ 
Since it is related from the perspective of one of the ³lower orders´ 
one might expect Caleb Williams to provide a direct antithesis of 
BenthDP¶V FULWLTXH RI DQRQ\PLW\ ,W SXWV IRUZDUG QR GLUHFW SURSRVDO
however, but instead offers a series of undulating expressions of 
confidence ± or scepticism ± in various different modes and models of 
naming. The complex manner in which the narrative tempo of Caleb 
Williams responds to pivotal moments at which names are exposed, 
modified or concealed ± both orally and legibly ± suggests that Godwin 
is concerned with exploring the potential of both forms of naming to 
confine and to liberate.  This very vacillation is telling, I think, since it 
demonstrates unease about a range of different contexts for the 
circulation of the individual name, which can be read as a contribution to 
a wider critique of the political uses to which mechanisms of onomastic 
individualization can be put.  
The tension between oral and legible transmissions of the personal 
name is a key feature of my argument here, and one that I think is 
enabled by my attempt to answer an historical question by means of a 
literary text. Perhaps because of the fact that the dominant disciplines in 
the field of surveillance studies ± history and sociology ± largely rely on 
written records, the work available on this subject largely addresses the 
written QDPH¶V DELOLW\ WR SHUIRUP HLWKHU DQ DOLHQDWLQJ RU D FRQILUPLQJ
function. While literary studies of course face the same problem as any 
other discipline in that oral evidence from the eighteenth century is only 
accessible through a legible medium, the novel does have the advantage 
over other forms that it attempts to preserve, in a broadly mimetic 
manner, representations of oral culture. The instances of naming within 
*RGZLQ¶VQRvel, which are as frequently oral as they are written, can be 
used to interrogate the relationship of legible and oral cultures to 
onomastic identity. 
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$VQDUUDWRU&DOHE¶VUHVSRQVHVWRGLIIHUHQWIRUPVRIKLVQDPHPLJKW
be thought of as expressive of a cultural response to the transition 
EHWZHHQWZRVWDJHV*URHEQHU¶V³prehistory of the wanted poster and the 
SDVV´36 DQG-DPHV6FRWW¶V³OHJLEOHSHRSOH± a people open to the scrutiny 
RIRIILFLDOGRP´37 which depends more on governmental ability to record 
information about all its citizens; a movement from ³reading off´ the 
ERG\ WR ³reading on´ to it. Historians of surveillance studies have 
frequently highlighted the late eighteenth century as a crucial epoch in 
Europe for this transition. In the words of Jane Caplan and John Torbey, 
³LW ZDV WKH HSRFK RI SROLWLFDO GHYHORSPHQW LQDXJXUDWHG E\ WKH )UHQFK
5HYROXWLRQ¶V FUHDWLRQ RI D VSHFLILFDOO\ QDWLRQDO FLWL]HQVKLS WKDW
stimulated the spread of both the resources and the need to subject entire 
populations to large-scale documentary inventories, and hence the 
adoption of elaborate systems for tracking and verifying individual 
LGHQWLWLHV´38  
While surveillance studies theorists have been vocal about the 
tension between the ³HPDQFLSDWRU\ DQG WKH UHSUHVVLYH DVSHFWV RI
ideQWLW\GRFXPHQWDWLRQ´39 with Caplan in particular having addressed 
³WKHSHUVRQDOQDPHDVDFRPSRQHQWLQWKHDSSDUDWXVRILGHQWLILFDWLRQ
in nineteenth-FHQWXU\ )UDQFH *HUPDQ\ DQG (QJODQG´40 the 
chronological coherence of sociological theory around practices of 
documenting identity remains, by the admission of leaders in the 
field, patchy.41 Late eighteenth-century Britain is one of the most 
notable omissions in an area of scholarship that lavishes attention 
upon early modern and twentieth-century British surveillance 
practices but has restricted attention to other parts of Europe during 
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, particularly France. 
Perhaps one of the reasons for this omission is that the permissiveness 
of British law in the eighteenth century as regards onomastic issues 
can initially appear to suggest that there is somehow less to say about 
WKH SHUVRQDO QDPH¶V UHODWLRQVKLS WR VWDWH VXUYHLOODQFH LQ ODWH
eighteenth-century Britain than in other European states. Caplan 
summarizes the difference thus:  
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 [...] the ambiguities and silences of English name law 
RIIHUDVWULNLQJFRQWUDVWWRWKH)UHQFKDQG*HUPDQVWDWHV¶
FODLPV WR D SULPDU\ LQWHUHVW LQ WKHLU FLWL]HQV¶ QDPHV
Suffice it to say that the English state has had no 
effective control over or stake in the stabilization of the 
personal name, which has long been regarded as a matter 
of common law. As an English contemporary of Gierke 
SXW LW LQ³7KH ODZRI VXUQDPHVPay be concisely 
VWDWHG WKHUH LVQRQHDWDOO´ [...]. The silence of English 
law on the matter of names is consonant with a 
governmental system in which registration and identity 
cards have not normally been part of the apparatus of 
administration.42  
It has perhaps been seen as easier to conceptualize the personal name as 
the bearer of political weight when writing about 1790s France, where 
legislative prescription of names was a key feature of the revolutionary 
regime. The Act of 6 Fructidor II forbade citizens from adopting any 
name other than the one recorded at their birth, and the law of 11 
Germinal, Year XI, imposed fixed patronyms and established national 
regulations for the choice of forename and the transmission of the family 
name, following an earlier flourishing of voluntary re-naming activity 
among fervent Republicans who chose to express their revolutionary 
credentials by a change of name.43 Faced with this clear legislative 
prescription, it is perhaps easier for social historians to consider the 
political importance of the personal name in France than to consider its 
cultural weight and mediation in Britain, where the law is silent on the 
issue of naming.44 
It is, however, precisely this legal silence that enables the British 
individual to speak up; it is this statutory laxity that facilitates the 
richness of onomastic self-stylings that can be observed across a variety 
of British literature of the 1780s and 1790s. The fact that British 
political administrations of the late eighteenth century, unlike their 
French counterparts, never acted to regulate the naming process does 
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not mean that British thinkers of the era ± who constantly had one eye 
across the Channel ± were not constantly considering what the 
implications might be if it did so. Neither does it mean that both 
literature and historical records do not contain multiple examples of the 
SHUVRQDO QDPH¶V SRWHQWLDO ERWK DV FROOHFWHG RU ZLWKKHOG GDWD DQG DV
meaningful choice, to act as a site of struggle between the state and its 
individual subjects.  
An initial reading of Caleb Williams, written as French legislators 
were in the process of codifying onomastic regulations, might seem to 
suggest that incidences of print dissemination of the personal name 
symbolize the repressive treatment of the individual by the state. Within 
the Russian-doll narrative of the steward Collins, the introduction of 
various performative written documents in which a name is demanded or 
included signify disaster. These include the refusal of the freeholder 
Hawkins to write his name in a poll book,45 the writ against Emily 
Melville,46 and a letter to Barnabas Tyrrell banning him from the local 
assembly.47 2YHU WKHFRXUVHRI&DOHE¶VRZQQDUUDWLYH LW LV WKH³SULQWHG
paper [...] DVJRRGDVDEDQNQRWHRIDKXQGUHGJXLQHDV´SLFNHGXSE\WKH
UREEHU:LOVRQWKDWILUVWPDUNVWKHVWDWHGLVVHPLQDWLRQRI&DOHE¶VSHUVRQDO
QDPHDVOLQNHGWRWKH³GHVFULSWLRQRIDIHORQ´48 Upon arrival in London, 
encountering a new and improved version of the hand bill by the cries of 
WKHKDZNHU &DOHE VWHHOV KLPVHOI WR EX\ D FRS\ ³UHVROYHG WR NQRZ WKH
H[DFWVWDWHRIWKHIDFWDQGZKDW,KDGWRGHSHQGXSRQ´± in short, to find 
RXWZKR&DOHE:LOOLDPVDFWXDOO\LV³,ZDVHTXDOOHG´KHGLVFRYHUVXSRQ
UHDGLQJLW³WRWKHPRVWQRWRULRXVKRXVH-breaker in the art of penetrating 
through walls and doors, and to the most accomplished swindler in 
plausibleness, duplicity and diVJXLVH´7KLVGLVFRYHU\SOXQJHV&DOHELQWR
GHVSDLU WKH SDSHU KH FRPSODLQV LV ³WKH FRQVXPPDWLRQ RI P\
PLVIRUWXQH´DQGLWVH[LVWHQFHUDGLFDOO\UH-draws the aspect of the urban 
HQYLURQPHQW LQ ZKLFK KH KRSHG WR ILQG DQRQ\PLW\ DQG VXFFRXU ³$
numerous class of individuals, through every department, almost every 
house of the metropolis, would be induced to look with a suspicious eye 
upon every stranger, especially every solitary stranger, that fell under 
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their observation... It was no longer Bow-Street, it was a million of men, 
LQDUPVDJDLQVWPH´49 
3DPHOD&OHPLWKDVSRLQWHGRXWWKDWWKLVSDUWLFXODULQFLGHQW³DOOXGHV
directly to the distribution of defamatory chapbooks and handbills by 
loyalist associations in an effort to silence radical agitation. While 
writing Volume III [of Caleb Williams], Godwin published an open letter 
to John Reeves, founder in 1792 of the government-funded Association 
for the Preservation of Liberty and Property against Republicans and 
Levellers, in which he protested the use of such methods against Paine´: 
I was myself present at the trial of this man. We all 
know by what means a verdict was procured: by 
repeated proclamations, by all the force, and all the fears 
of the kingdom being artfully turned against one man. 
As I came out of court, I saw hand-bills, in the most 
vulgar and illiberal style distributed, entitled, The 
Confessions of Thomas Paine. I had not walked three 
streets, before I was encountered by ballad singers, 
roaring in cadence rude, a miserable set of scurrilous 
stanzas upon his private life.50 
As Clemit also points out, further strengthening the case for a link 
EHWZHHQOHJLELOLW\DQGVWDWHUHSUHVVLRQ³,WLVWKHZLGHFLUFXODWLRQRIWKH
SDPSKOHW WKDW GHVWUR\V &DOHE¶V ODVW UHIXJH LQ :DOHV DQG PDNHV KLP
determined to denoXQFH)DONODQG´Perplexed by the sudden coldness of 
his new neighbors, Caleb learns that a group of traveling bricklayers 
KDYH EURXJKW LQWR WKH YLFLQLW\ ³WKH YHU\ SDSHU RI WKH :RQGHUIXO DQG
Surprising History of Caleb Williams, the discovery of which towards 
the close of my residence in London had produced in me such exquisite 
pain. This discovery at once cleared up all the mystery that had hung 
upon my late transactions. Abhorred and intolerable certainty succeeded 
to the doubts which had haunted my mind. It struck me with the rapidity 
and irresistible effect of lightning. I was like a man blasted, his head bare 
DQGH[SRVHGWRWKHIXU\RIWKHHOHPHQWV´51 &DOHE¶V choice of simile once 
again recalls sartorial insufficiency, linking his chosen alias to a 
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protective garment which, once whipped away, exposes him to 
lightening-like devastation, which is, of course, conducted by the written 
WH[W &DOHE¶V GHVFULSWLRQ RI WKLV LWHP DV ³WKH GHWHVWHG VFUROO´52 might 
serve as a general description of the bureaucratically authorized and 
disseminated manifestation of the personal name; and print is 
undoubtedly its medium, literacy the vehicle through which it is 
disseminated.   
$V,QRWHGEULHIO\DWWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKLVHVVD\&DOHE¶VUHVSRQVHWR
the state-sanctioned, legible dissemination of his name has a marked 
FRQWUDVW HDUOLHU LQ *RGZLQ¶V QDUUDWLYH ,Q D ³OLWWOH SXEOLF KRXVH DW WKH
H[WUHPLW\ RI D YLOODJH´ &DOHE RYHUKHDUV ³WKUHH RU IRXU ODERXUHUV WKH
gentry of a village alehouse... fall almost immediately into conversation 
about my history, whom with a slight variation of circumstances they 
VW\OHG WKH QRWRULRXV KRXVHEUHDNHU .LW :LOOLDPV´ 1HZV RI µ.LW¶¶V
exploits has reached these pub philosophers through exclusively oral 
PHDQV³'DPQWKHIHOORZVDLGRQHRIWKHPRQH never hears of any thing 
HOVH2¶P\OLIH,WKLQNKHPDNHVWDONIRUWKHZKROHFRXQW\´ 
2EVHUYH WKH GLIIHUHQFH LQ WKLV FDVH RI &DOHE¶V UHVSRQVH WR WKH
PHQWLRQ RI KLV QDPH 6HL]HG ZLWK ³H[WUHPH [...] WHUURUV´ DW ILUVW KH
³WUHPEOHGDVLILQDQDJXH fit; and at first felt continual impulses to quit 
the house and take to my heels. I drew closer in my corner, held aside my 
head, and seemed from time to time to undergo a total revolution of the 
DQLPDO HFRQRP\´ +RZHYHU XOWLPDWHO\ ³WKH WLGH RI LGHDV WXUned. 
Perceiving they paid no attention to me [...] I began to be amused at the 
absurdity of their tales, and the variety of the falsehoods I heard asserted 
around me. My soul seemed to expand; I felt a pride in the self-
possession and lightness of heart with which I could listen to the scene; 
DQG , GHWHUPLQHG WR SURORQJ DQG KHLJKWHQ WKH HQMR\PHQW´ 7KLV
prolongation takes the form of actively approaching the hostess of the 
WDYHUQDQGDVNLQJKHU³ZKDW VRUWRIPDQ WKLV.LW:LOOLDPVPLJKWEH"´
The obliging weQFK UHSOLHV WR &DOHE¶V GHOLJKW ³WKDW DV VKH ZDV
informed, he was as handsome, likely a lad, as any in four counties 
round; and that she loved him for his cleverness, by which he outwitted 
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all the keepers they could set over him, and made his way through stone 
walls, as if they were so many cobwebs... she said she hoped he was far 
enough away by this time, but, if not, she wished the curse of God might 
light on them that betrayed so noble a fellow to a fatal end! ± Though she 
little thought that the person of whom she spoke was so near her, yet the 
sincere and generous warmth with which she interested herself in my 
EHKDOIJDYHPHFRQVLGHUDEOHSOHDVXUH´53 
Here, the orally transmitted name opens up possibilities of plurality 
which result in the expansion oI&DOHE¶VVHQVHRISHUVRQDOLGHQWLW\7KH
vulgar populace creates DPXWDWLRQRI&DOHE¶VJLYHQQDPHLQWKHIDPLOLDU
abbreviation ³Kit´ which, as Stephen Wilson has pointed out in his 
EURDGVRFLDOKLVWRU\RIQLFNQDPHVPLJKWHLWKHUDFWDVDKRVWLOH³IRUPRI 
FRPPXQLW\ FRQWURO´54 or ³VLJQDO PHPEHUVKLS RI D IULHQGVKLS JURXS´55 
&DOHE¶VVXFFHVVLYHHPRWLRQDOUHDFWLRQVPLJKWEHVDLGWRUHIOHFWERWKWKHVH
possibilities, with eventual emphasis on the latter. In either case, both the 
nickname and the conversation open up a series of interpretations of 
&DOHE¶V FRQGXFW WKDW VWDQG LQ VROLG RSSRVLWLRQ WR WKH PRQROLWKLF VWDWH-
sanctioned version of his narrative. One of these versions is a pretty 
H[DFWUHSOLFDWLRQRI&DOHE¶VRZQWDNHRQWKHWUXWK³ZKHQWZRVTXLUHVOD\
their heads together, they do not much matter law, you know; or else 
they twist the law to their own ends, I cannot say exactly which; but it is 
PXFKDWRQHZKHQ WKHSRRUIHOORZ¶VEUHDWK LVRXWRIKLVERG\´2WKHUV
are less sympathetic. The crucial point is tKDW QR DFFRXQW ³SDVV>HV@
unquestioned. Each man maintained the justness of his own statement, 
DQG WKH GLVSXWH ZDV ORQJ DQG REVWLQDWHO\ SXUVXHG´ , UHDG WKHVH
pluralities, of name and narrative, as the instigating forces behind the 
expansion of identity experienced by Caleb.  
It would be overly simplistic, however, to use these two scenes to 
attempt to argue that oral culture is aligned with emancipatory expansion 
of identities, while written culture represses a disciplinary meta-narrative 
and thus entrenches social injustice. The transitional stage between a 
YLVXDO DQG OHJLEOH VRFLHW\ LQ ZKLFK &DOHE¶V SHUDPEXODWLRQV WDNH SODFH
means that the precincts of orality and literacy overlap, an example of 
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which overlapping we have seen already in the portrayal of the cries and 
WKH ZDUHV RI WKH KDZNHU ,Q IDFW ZKHQ LW FRPHV WR &DOHE¶V RZQ
ownership and dissemination of his own name, it could be argued that 
some of his oral admissions in fact steer him further into the grip of the 
law. I have already noted the moment at which Caleb gives himself up to 
Jones, not by ³taking off his face´ but by announcing his name. 
Similarly, the incident whereby Caleb nearly eludes his bounty hunting 
captors by gaining the favour of an old man set to guard him is plunged 
into quite a dLIIHUHQW FRXUVH E\ &DOHE¶V GHWHUPLQDWLRQ WUXWKIXOO\ WR
SURQRXQFH KLV RZQQDPH ZKHQ IDFHG ZLWK WKH ROGPDQ¶V GHVLUH ³WR EH
faithfully informed in some degree respecting the person he was asked to 
REOLJH´ 7KH ROG PDQ¶V ³FRPSOH[LRQ DOWHU>V@ at the repetition RI´ WKH
ZRUG³Williams.´ He demands a Christian name, which Caleb provides 
LQ WXUQ 7KH ROG PDQ FRQMXUHV KLP ³E\ HYHU\ WKLQJ WKDW ZDV VDFUHG WR
answer him faithfully to one question more. I was not? ± no, it was 
impossible ± the person who had formerly lived servant with Mr 
Falkland of ± "´&DOHEFRQILUPV WKH IDFW+LV IDWH LV VHDOHGKLVHVFDSH
URXWH EORFNHG ³+H ZDV VRUU\ WKDW IRUWXQH KDG EHHQ VR XQSURSLWLRXV WR
him, as for him ever to have set eyes upon me! I was a monster with 
whom the very earth groanHG´56 Orality has acted, in this case, to 
reinforce the incarceration that was originally the result of the circulation 
of written forms. 
Similarly, it could be argued that one particular instance of legible 
self-naming ± QDPHO\&DOHE¶VSXEOLVKHGYHUVLRQof his own narrative ± is 
depicted as the sole moment whereby he attains authority over his own 
identity. He rejects, eventually, the oral pluralities that offered him a 
WHPSRUDU\HVFDSH³,KDGJDLQHGIDPHLQGHHGWKHPLVHUDEOHIDPHWRKDYH
my story bawled forth by hawkers and ballad mongers, to have my praises 
as an active and surprising villain celebrated among footmen and 
chambermaids; but I was neither an Erostratus nor an Alexander, to die 
FRQWHQWHGZLWKWKDWVSHFLHVRIHXORJLXP´57 Another species of eulogium is 
UHTXLUHGDQG&DOHEILQGVLWLQWKHGHFODUDWLRQ³,ZLOOXVHQRGDJJHUV,ZLOO
unfold a tale ± ´58 The pen is likened to the dagger, instrument of 
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DVVDVVLQDWLRQ ³:LWK WKLV HQJLQH WKLV OLWWOH SHQ , GHIHDW DOO KLV
machinations; I stab him in the very point he was most solicitous to 
GHIHQG´59 &DOHE¶V ILQDO OLQHV WKRXJK E\ WKLV SRLQW KH LV SURIHVVLQJ
repentance in addressing Falkland thus, are a rejection of orality and 
endorsement of written culture as the vehicle by which truth may best be 
FRQYH\HG ³, EHJDQ WKHVHPHPRLUV ZLWK WKH LGHD RIYLQGLFDWLQJ P\ RZQ
character. I have now no character that I wish to vindicate: but I will finish 
them that thy story may be fully understood; and that, if those errors of thy 
life be known which thou so ardently desiredst to conceal, the world may 
at least not hear and repeat a half-WROGDQGPDQJOHGWDOH´60 
The proliferation of print media creates the conditions under which 
&DOHE¶VQDPHFDQEH UHSHDWHGSXEOLFL]HG DQGGLVVHPLQDWHG ³E\RQHRI
KLV PDMHVW\¶V PRVW SULQFLSDO VHFUHWDULHV RI VWDWH´ LQ WKH LQWHUHVWV RI
GHWDLQLQJDQGUHVWULFWLQJKLP\HW&DOHE¶VRZQFRQVWUXFWLRQRILGHQWLW\LV
also conveyed through the form of print ± the novel that bears his name 
RQWKHWLWOHSDJH&DOHE¶VHYHQWXDOGHWHUPLQDWLRQto publish and therefore 
to control the print circulation of his name can be seen as a defiant 
riposte to the potentially repressive written and oral circulation of his 
name conducted by other agents. His switching of forms can be read as 
an endorsement of the potential of the novel to combat the bureaucratic 
written forms by which the propertied class, and the state mechanisms 
that serve it, seek to repress and discipline those lower classes. The 
challenge to bureaucratic data collection may lie in fiction, as suggested 
E\*RGZLQ¶VFDQFHOOHG3UHIDFHWRCaleb Williams, where Godwin 
DUJXHV WKDW WKH QRYHO LV WKH DSSURSULDWH ³YHKLFOH´ WR WHDFK D ³YDOXDEOH
OHVVRQ´DERXWWKHLQWUXVLRQRI³WKHVSLULWDQGFKDUDFWHURIWKHJRYHUQPHQW 
[...] into every rank of soFLHW\´ZLWKRXW³VXEWUDFWLQJIURPWKHLQWHUHVWDQG
passion by which a performance of this sort ought to be characterised.´61  
I am not sure, however, that this argument really holds up, given the 
oft-QRWHG DPELJXLW\ RI *RGZLQ¶V FKRVHQ HQGLQJ $IWHU DOO &DOeb finds 
KLPVHOI GHVWLWXWH RI DQ\ ³character´ to preserve when he advertises his 
name in written form; his ability to broadcast his personal name has 
ended up backfiring just as badly as his ability to control his visual 
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DSSHDUDQFH,QIDFW&DOHE¶VHYHQWXal victory (in the published ending, at 
least) in the battle of reputations that Philp argues is enacted by Falkland 
and Caleb, is the fundamental respect in which he ultimately displays his 
inadequacy as a protagonist. Despite originally being content to labour in 
REVFXULW\ &DOHE JUDGXDOO\ HPXODWHV DQG DSSURSULDWHV )DONODQG¶V ³PDG
and misguided love of fame,´62 KLVREVHVVLYHGHVLUH IRUD³VSRWOHVVDQG
illustrious name;´63 KLVZRUVKLSRI UHSXWDWLRQDV ³WKH LGRO WKH MHZHORI
my life.´64 ³0\JRRGQDPHVKDOOQHYHUEH\RXUYLFWLP´KHUDJHV65 and 
by the time of his final showdown with Falkland he explicitly frames the 
WZRQDPHVDVEHLQJLQDUHODWLRQVKLSRIV\PPHWULFDOEDODQFH³:KDWLVLW
that you require of me? That I should sign away my own reputation for 
WKH EHWWHU PDLQWDLQLQJ RI \RXUV :KHUH LV WKH HTXDOLW\ RI WKDW"´66 
8OWLPDWHO\ , UHDG &DOHE¶V ZUHWFKHGQHVV DW WKH HQG RI WKH QRYHO DV D
symptom of his degraded state in coming to occupy the same reputation-
fetishistic ground as his former master.  
Critics have long realized that a primary concern in Caleb 
Williams is the tension between the individual and the wider society 
DURXQG KLP DQG KDYH FRPH WR GLYHUVH FRQFOXVLRQV DERXW *RGZLQ¶V
view on the ethics of atomization and assimilation. Gregory Dart has 
DUJXHGWKDW³LQ*RGZLQ¶VPLQG [...] the moral cost of collaboration was 
always greater than its supposed material benefits. According to this 
view of things, cooperation compromised and degraded the workings of 
individual reason by undermining the principle of intellectual 
LQGHSHQGHQFH´67 7KLVKDUGHQLQJFHUWDLQW\RQ*RGZLQ¶VSDUWWKURXJKRXW
the 1790s ± clearer, Dart contends, in every edition of Political Justice 
± culminates in a refusal to sanction any form of political collaboration 
or association. Eric Daffron, on the other hand, sees Caleb Williams as 
LOOXVWUDWLYH WKDW ³LPLWDWLYH V\PSDWK\ LV D SDUWLFXODU VWUDWHJ\ ZLWK ERWK
GRPLQDQW DQG UHVLVWDQW WDFWLFDO XVHV´68 and, if anything, veers toward 
emphasizing the futility of existence, in *RGZLQ¶VYLHZZLWKRXWVRFLDO
bonds. Daffron points RXWWKDW&DOHELVPDGHWRVWDWHWKDWZKHUHDV³WKH
pride of philosophy has taught us to treat man as an individual, [he is] 
no such thing, he holds necessarily, indispensably, to his species.´ 
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Daffron readV &DOHE ZLWKRXW VRFLDO V\PSDWK\ DV LQVFULEHG ZLWK ³WKH
DEVHQFH RI VHOI´ DQG DV DSSURSULDWHO\ VHOI-styled, in the unpublished 
ending, as a gravestone.  
I want to encourage a new perspective on this question by 
H[DPLQLQJ *RGZLQ¶V HQJDJHPHQW ZLWK WKH HWKLFV of assimilation and 
atomization through an onomastic lens. I read the published ending of 
Caleb Williams ± in particular the extent to which both oral and written 
transmissions of naming drive Caleb to take refuge on the same 
reputation-centric ground as Falkland ± as expressing scepticism in the 
very notion of onomastic atomization itself. Distinguishing signs of 
individuality must, whether driven by oral or written means, ultimately 
lead to the fetishization of reputation, which is ultimately destructive. 
According to this reading, Godwin differs sharply from Bentham, who 
sees one of the principal advantages of his proposal as the fact it would 
confirm and officialize individuality, enabling people to exercise 
RZQHUVKLSRIWKHLURZQ³name´ in the reputational sense. 
According to the present system of things it 
unfortunately happens that many thousands of persons 
shall be in many instances called by the same name. This 
is the case more or less in every country in Europe. It is 
evident that this could not have been otherwise without 
the interference of authority. The circumstances that 
recommended a name to one man would recommend it 
to another. Hence a multitude of inconveniences are 
continually arising.  The infamy or the honour, the profit 
or the loss, the trouble or the inconvenience which 
belongs to John is bestowed upon another John to whom 
it is as little due as it is to Peter.69 
Where Godwin and Bentham coincide, though they approach the 
issue from different perspectives, is that they both roughly align 
contemporary forms of onomastic circulation as advantageous to the 
SURSHUWLHG FODVVHV ZKRVH ³JORU\ LW is to be known,´ DQG RSHQ XS WKH
possibility ± though it is treated by Bentham with trepidation and 
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Godwin with ambivalence ± that obscurity might benefit those of the 
lower classes. Again, in making this contention I take into account the 
material aspect RI³reputation´ From the circulation of writs, poll books, 
and personal correspondence, to the commission of libellous handbills, to 
the ability to stand physically apart and speak names from a magisterial 
perspective at legal proceedings, men such as Falkland and his relative 
Forrester are able to produce and pronounce the personal name in such a 
way as to preserve and destroy reputations. Caleb operates from a 
position of significant disadvantage, with his literary production the only 
way authoritatively WRFRQWUROKLVQDPH¶VGLVVHPLQDWLRQ 
,W LV KLJKO\ XQOLNHO\ WKDW *RGZLQ DFWXDOO\ UHDG %HQWKDP¶V HVVD\
before or while he wrote Caleb Williams $OWKRXJK *RGZLQ¶V GLDULHV
record that he did meet Bentham a number of times, the first relevant 
occurrence (an unsuccessful attempt to call on him) takes place in 1814. 
In 1817 Godwin wrote a letter to his friend Francis Place, upon his 
GLVFRYHU\ WKDW 3ODFH ZDV VWD\LQJ ZLWK %HQWKDP ³, KRSH WKDW WKH
SOHDVXUHVRIWKHFRXQWU\DQGWKHGHOLJKWRI0U%HQWKDP¶VFRQYHUVDWion 
(which, I assure you, I envy you, and have been twenty years trying to 
obtain) will not make you forget the good inclination I have often seen in 
\RX WR UHQGHU \RXUVHOI XVHIXO WR DQRWKHU´70 ,Q DGGLWLRQ %HQWKDP¶V
Indirect Legislation was first published (in French, by the Swiss scholar 
and reformer Etienne Dumont, in significantly abridged and altered 
form) only in 1802.  While Godwin had not met Bentham in the early 
1790s when he was writing Caleb Williams KH UHDG %HQWKDP¶V
published work and may have known by repute other of his ideas than 
those published; however, there is no reason to suspect any actual 
familiarity with his work on naming.71  
³Indirect Legislation´ and Caleb Williams should, therefore, be read 
as expressions of two common cultural anxieties rather than any kind of 
dialogue. The first of these anxieties concerns the question of what 
ethics, if any, should be attached to the recording, possession, and 
dissemination of the name as data; as an arbitrary identificatory 
mechanism that links this physical body to that action. The second, given 
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the realization that the personal name is an evocative entity inextricably 
linked to senses of personal and collective identity, is what rights are 
held by both the name-bearing individual and the government of which 
the individual is a subject to determine exactly what that name should be. 
These questions are undeniably distinct, but they overlap in both 
%HQWKDP¶VDQG*RGZLQ¶VWH[WVDQd the problematic consequences of this 
common overlap is a key feature of the ethical questions that arise in the 
PRGHUQ ILHOGV RI ERWK RQRPDVWLFV DQG VXUYHLOODQFH VWXGLHV %HQWKDP¶V
proposal conflates the right of government to control the retention and 
cLUFXODWLRQRIDQLQGLYLGXDO¶VSHUVRQDOQDPHZLWKWKHULJKWRIWKDWVDPH
government to determine what that name will be; one without the other is 
construed as useless for the purposes of subduing an unruly population. 
*RGZLQ¶V SRUWUD\DO RI &DOHE¶V SV\FKRORJical undulations seems to 
gesture toward the potential for liberty in pluralities of naming ± both in 
circulation and composition ± while simultaneously the gloomy logic of 
the narrative necessarily reduces each particular instance to a moment of 
political repression. In both cases, they consider the benefits and 
disadvantages of the atomized and assimilated identities that certain 
kinds of names connote and create. 
I would like to conclude this essay by suggesting that these observations 
are most instructive when viewed in context of several historical incidents or 
accidents which also consider atomization and assimilation as processes 
enabled by onomastic choice. These incidents point toward the struggle over 
onomastic control as a key feature of the conflLFW EHWZHHQ :LOOLDP 3LWW¶V
administration of the early 1790s and the radical groups that sought to bring 
about democratic reform, the most important of which was the London 
Corresponding Society (LCS). Leading members of the LCS were known to 
both Godwin and Bentham (Francis Place, for example, was a mutual friend 
in the early years of the nineteenth century), and to read the surviving 
evidence of their engagement with the issue of what a radical man should call 
KLPVHOI LV WR VLWXDWH *RGZLQ DQG %HQWKDP¶V ZUitings in a network of 
SUDFWLFHV DQG DUJXPHQWV WKDW KDG UHDO LPSDFW RQ SHRSOH¶V OLYHV DUUHVW
imprisonment, financial penalty, transportation.   
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In January 1794 Maurice Margarot, Chairman of the General 
Committee of the LCS, was charged with sedition and put on trial in 
Edinburgh. The transcript of the trial, which was in all likelihood a 
stitch-up by the Home Secretary Henry Dundas (his nephew took a 
leading role in the prosecution), displays a marked preoccupation with 
the meaning of certain key terms used by the LCS. Indeed, a key feature 
RI WKH SURVHFXWLRQ¶V FDVH ZDV WKDW 0DUJDURW DQG KLV IHOORZ GHIHQGDQWV
called one another ³Citizen´ ± which, as Mary Thale has pointed out, in 
WKHSURVHFXWRU¶VYLHZVLJQLILHGDGHVLUHIRU UHYROXWLRQ³7KHYHU\QDPH
they DVVXPHG´ KH GHFODLPHG ³HYHU\ WKLQJ YHUEDO RU ZULWWHQ
demonstrated to my mind, demonstrated to Scotland, demonstrated to 
England, and to the Empire at large, that they were a set of French 
&RQYHQWLRQLVWV´72 Margarot refuted the charge spiritedly, arguing, ³%\
the word Citizen I mean a free man; a man enjoying all the rights and all 
the privileges, and paying his quota towards all the expence of 
Society.´73 The title, he pointed out, was already in wide circulation 
ZLWKLQERWK(QJODQGDQG6FRWODQG³WKHUH is not a writ for the return of a 
Member of Parliament, but has the word Citizen in it: the word Citizen is 
in all the students cards; and even the Pinmakers of London, are obliged 
to have the word Citizen in their cards; therefore it is not an adoption of 
DQ\WKLQJQHZ´74 But the prosecution, while professing that he used the 
WHUP KLPVHOI ³LQ D IDLU DQG OHJDO VHQVH´ DQG DGPLWWLQJ WKDW ³WKH WHUP
citizen, taken by itself, is an innocent and a proper term,´PDLQWDLQHGWKDW
there was also a sense in which the title could be adopted unpatriotically, 
HYHQVHGLWLRXVO\³WKLVPDQKDVEHHQJXLOW\RIDSHLQJDQG LPLWDWLQJ WKH
French Convention, was acting upon that model and that principle [...] it 
is a proof of the animus and the intent of the persons concerned in that 
meeting, that they took for themselves the model and example of the 
present Convention of France, imitating it in every way in their power.´75 
0DUJDURWZDVIRXQGJXLOW\E\WKHMXU\DQGVHQWHQFHGWRIRXUWHHQ\HDUV¶
transportation. 
Margarot had been pushing for the adoption of the term ³Citizen´ at 
LCS meetings since 1793 (at least once facing staunch opposition,)76 and 
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his ultimate martyrdom to the title should be read as both the onomastic 
component of a broader trend among radical movements of what Jon 
0HH KDV FDOOHG ³D NLQG RI VHOI-fashioning,´77 and as evidence of 
governmental sensitivity to and ruthless dealing with such forms of 
onomastic innovation. Neither was Margarot the only senior figure in the 
LCS to participate in such self-fashioning activity. Mee, for example, is 
referring to the religious, patriotic and radical personae of the radical 
poet and pamphleteer Richard ³Citizen´ Lee, another member of the 
LCS, who was arrested in 1795 for publishing seditious pamphlets 
including thHQRWRULRXV³King Killing´ As Mee demonstrates, 1795 saw 
/HH¶VWUDQVIRUPDWLRQERWKRQRPDVWLFDOO\DQGSROLWLFDOO\DFFRUGLQJ
WR0HHZDVWKH\HDULQZKLFK/HHZDV³WUDQVIRUPHGIURPDQDQRQ\PRXV
³friend to the distressed patriots´ as he signed his poem to Mrs Hardy, 
LQWR³Citizen´ Lee, the purveyor of the most flagrantly seditious poetry in 
/RQGRQ´78  
A year and a half after MargaroW¶V WULDO DQG PLG-way through 
³Citizen´ /HH¶V\HDURIQRWRULHW\DQLQFLGHQWWRRNSODFHDW&KDULQJ&URVV
that neatly highlights the potential of performative naming processes to 
cross the boundary between the realms of semantic and physical 
discipline.  A riot broke out on 14 July 1795 and Colonel Edward Marcus 
Despard, ex-superintendent of British Honduras and member of the LCS, 
was observing proceedings. Approached by a constable and asked his 
name, he gave it, according to the True BritonDV³&,7,=(1(':$5'
0$5&86'(63$5'´+HZDVDFFRUGLQJO\DUUHVWHGDQGH[DPLQHGRQD
FKDUJH RI ³EHLQJ IRXQG DPRQJ WKH 5LRWHUV´ :KLOH Whe charge against 
Despard was not explicitly reODWHGWRKLVQDPLQJKLPVHOIDV³Citizen´ (no 
such charge, of course, existed), the True Briton makes it clear in its 
UHSRUWDJH WKDW 'HVSDUG¶V VHOI-styling was the reason for both his arrest 
and the close interURJDWLRQKHZDVVXEMHFWHGWRE\WKHPDJLVWUDWH³05
BOND observed, that under the very improper title Col. Despard had in 
the outset assumed, it was but proper to investigate every circumstance 
relative to him.... As it did not appear he was concerned in the riot, his 
abstaining from the assumption of the name Citizen would have 
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FRQVLGHUDEO\ DEULGJHG KLV H[DPLQDWLRQ´79 It appears that all concerned 
admitted that Despard had not contravened the law as regards the charge 
brought against him; it was his determination to name himself in a 
manner that clearly signalled sympathy with the French revolutionary 
cause that caused umbrage. 
I am aware that, in bringing these examples to the fore, I have made 
a leap from discussing personal names that are patrimonially or 
baptismally bestowed, to discussing titles that are collective categories 
subject to a thoroughly different historical lineage and set of 
significations. I am not blind to the difference between personal names 
and titles, though both give an historian substantial leverage to pry apart 
knots of identity. These two forms of naming might be seen as 
H[SUHVVLYH RI 'URU :DKUPDQ¶V SLWK\ VXPPDU\ RI WKH SUREOHP ZLWK
defining ³identity´ in general: 
Identity, as has often been noted, encompasses within it 
± in its etymology as well as in its common application 
for the variety of possible responses to the question 
³ZKR DP ,´ ± a productive tension between two 
contradictory impulses: identity as the unique 
individuality of a person (as in ³identity card´), or 
identity as a common denominator that places an 
individual within a group (as in ³LGHQWLW\ SROLWLFV´). In 
the former sense, sometimes akin to self-identity is the 
essence of difference: it is what guarantees my 
quintessential specificity in relation to others. In the 
latter sense, identity is the obverse, or erasure of 
difference: it is what allows me to ignore particular 
differences as I recognise myself in a collective 
grouping.80 
 I do not, however, think that one can draw the distinction between 
names and titles quite as easily as to render my provided instances 
unmeaningful. As John Barrell has pointed out, Lee in fact adopted the 
ZRUG³Citizen´DVDJLYHQQDPHUHSODFLQJ³Richard.´ Barrell also draws 
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DWWHQWLRQ WR-DPHV.HQQHG\¶VSRHP³Treason!!! Or, Not Treason!!!´ in 
ZKLFK VHYHUDO VWDQ]DV DUH DGGUHVVHG WR WKH SRHW¶V FKLOGUHQ &LWL]HQ DQG
Margaret (potentially a play on Margarot, who is celebrated elsewhere in 
the poem.)81 In the eighteenth century, different regional and class 
naming practices made Christian names, surnames, titles, place names 
and professional titles overlap in different ways; not necessarily ways 
that would make life easiest for modern onomastic scholars.82 I would 
argue that in this particular case, the slippage between personal names, 
and titles can be read as symbolic of a psychological slippage that I have 
already noted; that between atomization and assimilation. Though 
individual members of the LCS were sometimes also men of property, 
the foremost of their political demands was for universal suffrage and an 
end to the property requirement. When we see LCS members staking 
their right to be known as ³Citizen´ ± either alongside or in place of their 
previously held personal names ± we can read off their choices a desire 
to be part of a collective onomastic identity; to reject individualistic 
atomization and to appropriate the very collective anonymity that caused 
Bentham such distress.  
In his reading of Caleb Williams, James Thompson has argued that 
³WKHRSSRVLWLRQRISV\FKRORJLFal states and political conditions is not one 
which Godwin would have accepted, for he argues in both his philosophy 
and his fiction that psychological states are determined by political 
FRQGLWLRQV´83 Psychology and politics are intrinsically linked in 
BeQWKDP¶V SURSRVDO IRU WKH VWDWH-enforced regulation of onomastic 
LQGLYLGXDOLW\LQ*RGZLQ¶VYDFLOODWLRQRIFRQILGHQFHEHWZHHQDQRQ\PLW\
and publication of both oral and legible modes of naming, and in the 
gradual determination of the LCS to abandon social distinctions and 
assimilate themselYHV LQWRDFROOHFWLYHJURXSRI³Citizens.´ These three 
types of discourse provide insights, from different generic angles, into 
the same cultural tendency; a burgeoning consciousness of the 
psychological ± and therefore, to follow Thompson, the political ± 
importance of personal naming in the late eighteenth century. John 
%DUUHOOKDVULJKWO\SRLQWHGRXWWKDW³WKHQRWLRQWKDWWKHSROLWLFDOFRQIOLFW
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of the period was to be regarded as a conflict, among other things, about 
the meanings of words, was a theme of numerous liberal or radical texts 
RIWKHV´84 Godwin, Bentham and the self-fashionings of Margarot, 
Lee, and Despard make compelling cases for the extension of this 
semantic franchise into the territory of personal proper names.  
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